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Na zdrowie! It’s Chopin’s 200th Birthday.

PIROGIES AND MAZURKAS, grand palaces
and leafy parks, great music and dramatic archi-
tecture, and an indomitable spirit have com-
bined to make Poland Central Europe's
essential destination.

The nation is blessed with rich, wide plains
(under an even wider sky), through which
rolls the mighty Vistula. The river originates in
the majestic Tatras, and links three
of Poland’s largest cities—War-
saw, Krakow and Gdansk—on its
way to the Baltic Sea.

Like a phoenix, Poland rose -

*Poznaf ﬁ'“‘”wgrsaw

told in his family home, and in the just-reopen-
ed museum in Warsaw bearing his name.
Celebratory high points will include the May 9
premiere of Chopin, a new ballet by Patrice
Bart, at Warsaw's grand Tealr Wielki, and the
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition in Octo-
ber. For details, go to http://en.Chopin.nifc.pl.

WARSAW used centuries-old plans, early
photos and period paintings to
. rebuild its war-demolished Old
" Town with its Castle and Market
= squares, Royal Palace, Gothic
- St John’s Cathedral and colorful

from the ashes of World War Il (fol- -wmu;tédz narrow-fronted tenement houses.
lowed by almost 50 years of Soviet ' Glorious additions are the
domination) to become today's *'f;ik: :‘ excellent restaurants (try the fabu-

vibrant democracy and a vital
bridge between East and West.
CHOPIN’S YEAR: From Nicolaus Coper-
nicus, giant of Renaissance astronomy, to
Tadeusz KoSciuszko, Jan Paderewski, and
Pope John Paul Il, Poles have had a wide
impact on science, art and history.

But this year's party is for composer Fry-
deryk Chopin, born 200 years ago in Zela-
zowa Wola, 25 miles west of Warsaw. The
story of how he refined the mazurka and
polonaise into staples of classical music is

LOT POLISH AIRLINES is the
only airline that flies non-stop
from the U.S. to Poland—to
Warsaw and Krakow—departing
daily from New York (JFK or
Newark) and Chicago.

LOT also offers
convenient connec-
tions from Los An-
geles and many oth-
er U.S. cities via its
Star Alliance code- -

share partners. S

8 visiteurope.com
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lous U Kucharzy and order the
duck) and the stunning Le Regina
Hotel (also with a superb kitchen). Museums
abound, including the Warsaw Rising Museum,
which graphically follows the searing war years;
the University Library; and the home of radium-
discoverer Marie Curie. A Sunday Chopin con-
cert in Lazienki Park is a must (and it's free).
KRAKOW, which miraculously escaped dam-
age during the war, protects its Old Town with
a ring of parkland. Stroll to the central square,
the largest plaza in all Europe and the heart of

LOT Gets You There Non-Stop

Passengers experience
warm Polish hospitality on board
and meals specially designed by
leading Polish chefs. And they
appreciate Warsaw’s
modern Fryderyk Chopin
International Airport (Ter-
minal 2 opened in 2008),
from which LOT offers
excellent connections to
other Central and Eastern

Poland Parties!

Europe cities, and beyond.
LOT’s superb business
class and network earned the

“Best Airline in Central and
Eastern Europe” designation
last year from Business Travel-
er Magazine USA. LOT pilots
routinely win top honors in
world flying competitions.

In 2012, LOT will become
one of the first airlines to fly
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St. Dominic’s Fair takés
over Gdansk in August.

Chopin, was also
among the greatest
of pianists.

the city. Have a coffee and do some people-
watching before visiting Jagiellonian Univ-
ersity where both Copernicus and Pope John
Paul Il studied, and the Museum C zartoryski
to see Da Vinci's great “Lady with an Ermine.”
Take the Royal Route to Wawel Hill, cen-
turies-long residence of Polish kings, with its
magnificent Renaissance chapel.

Krakow's Kazimiere is the best-preserved
Jewish quarter in Europe. Although virtually
all the Jews you meet are visitors, the seven
synagogues are in-tact and a dozen Jewish
restaurants are busy. The neighborhood
combines hip artistic studios with ancient
cemeteries and Klezmer concerts. Coming
up is the annual Jewish Cultural Festival,
which draws followers from around the
world, June 26-July 4.

A tour of Auschwilz less than an hour's
drive from Krakow, is one of life's most sober-
ing experiences. The Wieliczka Salt Mine, the
only mine in the world working continuously
since the Middle Ages, is a must-see.
GDANSK is the port at the mouth of the Vistula
where the regime-toppling Solidarity move-
ment was born. Streets are lined with historic
monuments and little shops overflow with
magnificent amber jewelry. Board a pleasure
boat near the medieval Zuraw cargo crane for
a day cruise along the Baltic coast. ™

—Roberta Graff
For information on all of Poland, go to
www.Poland.travel.

the Boeing 787 Dreamliner,

above, the world’s most

advanced passenger aircraft.
For LOT’s best fares and

for more information, go to

www.LOT.com or call

(212) 789-0970. H



